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Cueto impressive in loss to Jays

By Hal McCoy

Sunday, March 15, 2009
DUNEDIN, Fla. — Ryan Hanigan's eyebrows danced a happy up-and-down duet as he said, "We've got some arms on this team, I'm telling you."

Hanigan caught 23-year-old Johnny Cueto on a hot, humid afternoon in Knology Park, Cueto's first appearance for the Cincinnati Reds since coming back from the World Baseball Classic.

Cueto wasn't razor sharp, but then he usually isn't. He's usually just wild enough to cause hitters standing in the batter's box to think they need a blindfold and a cigarette.

Cueto held the Toronto Blue Jays to one run and four hits over four innings during a 5-4 10-inning Reds loss.

"I was impressed with his ability to throw his fastball under the hands of righthanders when he needed that pitch," said Hanigan.

One came in a rocky first inning when he faced Scott Rolen with two outs and two on. The battle went nine pitches before he slipped a fastball under Rolen's arms for strike three on a full count.

"It was like a cool challenge because he is such a veteran hitter, a good hitter," said Cueto.

Cueto threw 73 pitches, 42 strikes — probably not enough strikes. And he threw first-pitch strikes to 11 of 18 hitters — probably not enough first-pitch strikes.

"He changed speeds well, but I would like to see him get ahead of hitters a little more," said Hanigan. "What was positive was when he did get in trouble a couple of times he really settled in and didn't panic and made pitches."

Of the at-bat against Rolen, Hanigan said, "Rolen is a great hitter, has a good swing, sees the ball and is a tough guy to strike out. Johnny worked him up and in, threw him off-speed, trying to get him to fish, then at the end threw a fastball out of the zone and won that one that time.

"He buckled down with men on base and didn't make mistakes," Hanigan added.

Cueto said his return to camp was as if somebody lifted a delivery van off his chest.

"This is fun, this feels better," he said. "There was a lot of pressure (at the World Baseball Classic), especially on the pitchers. For the Dominicans there was a lot of pressure to win."

Cueto did his part, pitching 4 2/3 scoreless innings against Panama, the one game the Dominicans won.

And there was another positive pitching appearance — one scoreless inning by relief pitcher Bill Bray, who started camp with a sore shoulder and then lost more time with a sore hamstring.

"A good day, especially a good finish (a strikeout)," said Bray. "The hamstring is great, the shoulder is great, everything is good.

"The shoulder was good two weeks ago and then, of course, I decide to go running in the outfield one day and, 'Pop.' It was kind of, 'What next?'"

Bray turned toward his locker, knocked on the wooden frame and said, "I'm looking forward to pitching the rest of the spring and getting the season started."

Burton's struggles don't worry Baker

By Hal McCoy

Monday, March 16, 2009
DUNEDIN, Fla. — In the course of talking about relief pitcher Jared Burton, Cincinnati Reds manager Dusty Baker revealed his early pitching plans: "I'm leaning toward 12 pitchers early in the season."

The mission now, says Baker, "Is to get Francisco Cordero together and to see who our long man in the bullpen is."

Closer Cordero gave up nine runs and 12 hits in his first four one-inning appearances, then pitched a scoreless inning (one hit) Saturday, March 14, against Tampa Bay.

Burton, too, struggled after pitching three perfect innings in his first three appearances. Then he gave up five runs and six hits in his next two one-inning appearances before pitching a perfect inning Saturday.

Burton is a guy who doesn't worry Baker.

"Before he went out with that weird injury in July (lat), he was one of the best relief pitchers in the league and some people were talking about him as an all-star."

In 27 appearances before going on the DL, Burton had a 0.85 ERA, then missed 39 games. After he came back his ERA was 7.48 for 11 appearances.

"Burton is very athletic and has great deception," said Baker. "You watch when he spreads out. He throws that glove at you and he looks like Rodan."

Rodan? He comes from the same Japanese movie studio (Toho) that gave us Godzilla.

Bailey & Brantley

The Reds are off today, but pitcher Homer Bailey will pitch in a minor-league intrasquad game.

Broadcaster Jeff Brantley, former Fireman of the Year for the Reds, had a 40-minute conversation recently with Bailey and was astounded.

"All the stuff we talked about was stuff he needed to learn," Brantley said. "He was willing to talk about it. That shows he's growing up and I felt as if I were talking to a 30-year-old. That's a good sign. I couldn't say that last year."

Janish stronger

Former Dragon Paul Janish is an outside choice to make the team, but Baker notices him.

"We asked him to work on his hand strength," Baker said. "He looks stronger to me. Every time I go into the weight room to work out he's in there. The more hand strength you have the better you can control the bat and the more bat speed you'll have."

Everybody knows Janish has golden hands with the glove, but he has lead hands (so far) with the bat — a career .188 major-league average and a career .261 minor-league average.

"He can pick it and I don't care where you play him," Baker said. Janish, a shortstop by vocation, played second base Sunday in Dunedin against the Blue Jays.

Quote(s) of the day

• "Most guys work out after they pitch, I don't do crap." — Bronson Arroyo after pitching four innings.

• "We have some tough decisions to make and while we can't keep everybody, but we're going to need everybody if we are going to win this thing." — Baker.

Baker leaning toward 12 pitchers

By Hal McCoy

Sunday, March 15, 2009
A great save for me by Cincinnati Enquirer beat writer John Fay Friday night. We were in Fort Myers for a night game and there was fireworks after the game. All of us were hustling to get finished in the pressbox and beat the traffic out of the stadium.

I raked all my stuff into my shoulder bag and bolted. On Saturday morning in the pressroom at Ed Smith Stadium I was rummaging for my stuff and my spiral notebook was missing. Just as I began taking the Lord’s name in vain, Fay walked in and handed me my notebook.

As I said, great save. I have about four stories worth of notes in that notebook.

MADE A GRAND entrance into the pressbox Saturday afternoon. Some photographer foof left his bag squatting in the aisle and I, of course, tripped over it and took a header, ripping a nice gash in my shin.

Tampa Tribune’s Marc Lancaster, a beat writer with the Tampa Bay Rays and a fromer beat writer with the Reds for the now-defunct Cincinnati Post, barely looked up from his typing and said, “Still making big entrances, I see.”

MANAGER DUSTY BAKER tipped his hand a bit Sunday by saying, “We still have to get (closer) Francisco Cordero together a little bit and find out who our long man is, but we’re leaning toward keeping 12 pitchers early in the season.”

BAKER ON Jared Burton: “Before he went out with that lat injury (mid-July), he was one of the best relief pitchers in the league and some people were talking about him as a possible All-Star.”

Burton had a 2.23 ERA in 43 games before the injury, missed 39 games, then had a 7.89 ERA after coming off the DL. Burton started fast this spring, three straight perfect innings, then had two bad ones (three runs four hits in one inning and two runs and two hits in one inning. Then he pitched a 1-2-3 inning with a strikeout against Tampa Bay Saturday.

“Burton is very athletic and a big man (6-5, 228),” said Baker. “When that ball comes out from behind his glove, it looks like Rodan is pitching.”

Rodan?

“I guess some people are too young to know Rodan,” said Baker. Rodan is a fictional Japanese movie monster from Toho Studios, the same folks who gave us Godzilla.

FORMER DAYTON Dragon Paul Janish is an outside choice to make the team, but Baker notices him.

“We asked him to work on his hand strength,” said Baker. “He looks stronger to me. Every time I go into the weight room to work out he’s in there. The more hand strength you have the better you can control the bat and the more bat speed you’ll have.”

Everybody knows Janish has golden hands with the glove, but he has lead hands (so far) with the bat - a career .188 major-league average and a cdareer .261 minor-league average.

“He can pick it and I don’t care where you play him,” said Baker. Janish, a shortstop by vocation, played second base Sunday in Dunedin against the Blue Jays.

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER

Cueto returns, relaxed and fit

By John Fay

jfay@enquirer.com 

DUNEDIN, Fla. - Johnny Cueto was glad to be back in the relatively carefree atmosphere of spring training.

Cueto pitched for the Reds for the first time since returning from the World Baseball Classic.

"I feel better," he said. "A lot more relaxed. There was a lot of pressure playing for the Dominican (Republic)."

Cueto went four innings Sunday against the Blue Jays, allowing one run on four hits. He walked one, hit a batter and struck out two. One of the strikeouts came on a down-and-in fastball to Scott Rolen with runners on first and second. It came on the 10th pitch of the at-bat.

Cueto threw 73 pitches, 42 strikes.

"He looked good," catcher Ryan Hanigan said. "I was impressed with how he was able to throw his fastball under the hands of righties."

Between his appearances with the Reds and with the Dominican at the WBC, Cueto has thrown 142/3 innings this spring. He has allowed four runs on 12 hits.

He looks fitter than he was last year.

"I worked hard in the offseason, knowing I was going to be in Cincinnati," Cueto said.

Reds manager Dusty Baker was glad to have Cueto pitching for the Reds again.

"I'm just glad to see him," Baker said. "I'm glad to have him back. Because when they're gone, you're always worried about what could happen to them, especially with pitchers.

"But I felt better because they weren't with a stranger. They were with Mario (Soto)."

BRAY OK: Bill Bray pitched a scoreless inning in his second outing of the spring. Bray missed a week with a slightly pulled hamstring. He was dealing earlier with a sore shoulder.

"The hamstring's good. The shoulder's good," he said. "The shoulder has been good for a while. Then I decided to run in the outfield. I heard a pop. I'm like, 'What's next?' "

KEPPING AT IT: Baker wasn't concerned by Jeff Keppinger's struggles at the plate. Keppinger was 3-for-26 before getting two hits Saturday.

"He has a track record," Baker said. "That helps big time. Kepp is a guy who can play a lot of positions.

"Things are always subject to change. You're never comfortable in this game until you've done it for a long time. But I wasn't worried about Kepp hitting. He's going to hit. He just didn't have his stroke."

Baker doesn't put too much weight into spring training statistics.

"You hate to make up your mind off spring training. You can get fooled either way. You've got to go track record and what he's doing now. He's going to come pretty close to what he's always done.

"You look at spring training last year, and Joey Votto wouldn't have made the team. I was going mostly on track record and what I was seeing in (batting practice) and his desire and determination."

JANISH STRONGER: The Reds asked Paul Janish to get stronger. He's taken that to heart.

"He looks stronger," Baker said. "Every time I go in the weight room to work out, he's in there, working on hands and forearm strength. We asked him to work on his hand strength. That's what he's doing. The stronger your hands and wrists are, the better you can handle that bat."

Janish's last two starts have been at second base.

"He can pick it," Baker said. "I don't care where you play him. If you can play shortstop, you play third, second, the outfield."

Janish is on the bubble for the roster. He has minor-league options.

"You can't keep everybody," Baker said. "But sooner or later, we're going to need everybody - if we're going to win this thing."

Additional Facts

Blue Jays 5, Reds 4 (10) 

The arms: Johnny Cueto started and pitched four shutout innings. Bill Bray followed with a scoreless inning. Nick Masset went 22/3, allowing two runs on four hits.

The bats: Alex Gonzalez doubled in a run. Joey Votto walked twice and doubled. Edwin Encarnacion singled, drove in a run and scored a run.

The rest: It was 81 degrees at the start of the game. With no breeze at Knology Field, it was smoking hot by the middle innings.

Next: The Reds are off today. They play Philadelphia in Clearwater Tuesday. Aaron Harang (1-1, 4.35 ERA) will start. The Phillies haven't announced their starter.

Reds 4, Blue Jays 3 after 8

Posted by JohnFay 

Cincinnati.com  

The blog's been down all day. Sorry.

Johnny Cueto was good in his return -- four innings, four hits, one walk, two strikeouts. He struck out Scott Rolen on the 10th pitch of his at-bat with a fastball down and in. 

I saw 93 on the gun a couple of times. He threw 73 pitches, 42 strikes.

“He looked good,” catcher Ryan Hanigan said. “I was impressed with how he was able to throw his fastball under the hands of righties.” 

Between the Reds and Dominican WBC, Cueto has throw 14 2/3 innings this spring. He’s allowed four runs on 12 hits.

Bill Bray pitched a scoreless fifth. He said the shoulder and hamstring are good.

Nick Masset gave up run in the sixth and another in the seventh. He went 2 2/3 innings, allowing the two runs on four hits. He walked three and struck out four.

MLB.COM

03/15/09 4:25 PM ET

Cueto sharp in debut as Reds fall in 10

Righty limits Toronto to one run in return from World Baseball Classic

By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com
BLUE JAYS 5, REDS 4 (10 innings) 

at Dunedin, Fla. 

Sunday, March 15 

Reds at the plate: Cincinnati found home plate twice in the fourth inning, when first baseman Joey Votto got things rolling with a leadoff walk. Third baseman Edwin Encarnacion came through with a run-scoring groundout with the bases loaded and catcher Ryan Hanigan later drew a bases-loaded walk. Alex Gonzalez added an RBI double in the sixth. 

Blue Jays at the plate: After being blanked for the first three innings, the Jays plated one run in the fourth on an RBI double from outfielder Travis Snider. Utility man Jose Bautista, who made his second start of the spring in center field, went 3-for-3 with a double, improving his average to .667 (8-for-12) in Grapefruit League play. Jason Lane contributed a solo homer, his fourth blast of the spring. Curtis Thigpen's solo shot in the 10th ended the game in walk-off fashion. 

Reds on the mound: Johnny Cueto, making his first start since returning from the World Baseball Classic, gave up one run on four hits over four innings against the Jays. Cueto struck out two, walked one, hit one batter and threw one wild pitch. Reliever Bill Bray, who has been nursing a left hamstring injury for the past week, worked one inning, yielding two hits with one walk and one strikeout. Nick Massett, a candidate for the fifth starter's role, allowed two runs on four hits with three walks and four strikeouts in 2 2/3 innings. Carlos Fisher surrendered Thigpen's game-winning homer in the 10th. 

Blue Jays on the mound: Left-hander Brad Mills, who is vying for a spot in Toronto's rotation, logged four inconsistent innings against Cincinnati. Mills allowed two runs on four hits with five walks and two strikeouts, finishing with 74 pitches (40 strikes). Reliever Jason Frasor turned in one inning and was charged with two runs on two hits with one walk. Relievers Dirk Hayhurst, Shawn Camp, Brandon League and Jesse Carlson each worked one shutout inning. 

Grapefruit League records: Reds 9-8; Blue Jays 8-5-1. 

Up next: The Reds have an off-day on Monday, but righty Homer Bailey will pitch in a Minor League intrasquad game in Sarasota, Fla. On Tuesday, Cincinnati will resume its Grapefruit League slate against Philadelphia at 1:05 p.m. ET at Bright House Field in Clearwater, Fla. Aaron Harang will start for the Reds. 

On Monday, the Blue Jays play host to the Red Sox in a 1:05 p.m. ET tilt at Dunedin Stadium -- Toronto's first meeting against Boston this spring. Ace Roy Halladay is scheduled to start and pitch five innings for the Jays, while the Sox will counter with right-hander Justin Masterson.

03/15/09 7:44 PM ET

Bray fine after three-out appearance

Shoulder, hamstring both cooperate during reliever's one inning

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com
DUNEDIN, Fla. -- Reds lefty reliever Bill Bray's second return from an injury went without incident. 

Bray made his spring debut eight days ago against the Blue Jays after missing the start of camp with a sore left shoulder. He pitched one scoreless inning, but hadn't pitched since because he was bothered by a sore left hamstring. 

On Sunday, Bray, again facing Toronto and from the same mound, worked another scoreless inning. 

"The hamstring is great. Everything is good," reported Bray, who allowed two hits, one walk and one strikeout. "My shoulder was good 2 1/2 weeks ago. I decided to go running in the outfield one day, and [the hamstring] popped. I was kind of like, 'What next?' But I couldn't control that. It's just great to be back out there." 

Bray has been beset with nagging injuries, mainly with his shoulder, in each of the past three springs. In the previous game, it became clear that Bray's hamstring was preventing him from covering first base. 

"I was afraid it was going to pop on me again," Bray said. "I was ready to go a couple of days after that. I feel good and, knock on wood, will pitch the rest of spring and get the season started." 

The Reds are expecting Bray to join Arthur Rhodes as a late-inning lefty in the bullpen. Last season, during a career-high 63 games, Bray was 2-2 with a 2.87 ERA.

03/15/09 6:46 PM ET

Janish aiming to leave a lasting impact

Shortstop started Major League career with a game-winning flourish

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com
DUNEDIN, Fla. -- Players only get one first day in the Major Leagues, and Paul Janish certainly knew what to do with his. Now, he's trying to make a lasting impression. 

A Reds shortstop prospect, Janish was promoted from Triple-A Louisville on May 14 when Jeff Keppinger went down with a fractured kneecap. After entering that night's game vs. the Pirates as an eighth-inning defensive replacement, Janish's RBI single in the bottom of the 10th was the walk-off game-winner. 

The moment had all the elements of boyhood fantasy you could want. Janish was mobbed by teammates at first base and even left with a bloody nose. 

"That was tough to beat," Janish said. "It was ideal, and I wouldn't change anything. It was an emotional high, without a doubt. That was probably my No. 1 memory in baseball. It will be tough to compare to that, but I want to work on getting to the big leagues and staying there." 

Janish wound up starting 18 games at shortstop for Cincinnati and played in 38 games over two different callups. And despite rave reviews for his defensive prowess, the 26-year-old struggled to get any traction at the plate. 

In 80 at-bats, Janish batted .188 with one home run, six RBIs, seven walks and 18 strikeouts. He often looked overmatched against big league pitchers, but has shown some improvements this spring that could aid his chances in the batter's box. 

"I think I mentally took on the approach to slow it down," said Janish, who batted .252 in 92 games at Louisville last season. 

The corrections haven't all been mental. He has taken steps to improve his bat speed, and manager Dusty Baker has paid attention to the progress. 

"I've noticed that he looks stronger," Baker said. "Every time I go in the weight room to work out, he's in there. He's working on his hands and his forearm strength. We asked him to work on his hand strength, and that's what he's doing. The stronger your hands are and wrists, the better you can handle the bat." 

This spring, Janish doesn't have the inside track for a reserve infielder role. With Alex Gonzalez likely back regularly at shortstop, Keppinger is expected to be the primary utility infielder, along with Jerry Hairston Jr. But Janish, as well as Adam Rosales, should have reason to be ready. Last season, the Reds lost four shortstops to injuries, and none of them were Janish. 

In 13 spring games, Janish, who went 0-for-2 on Sunday against the Blue Jays, is batting .273 (6-for-22). 

Like last spring, Janish is trying to maximize his versatility by showing he can also play second base and third base. Over 477 Minor League games, he has appeared in just 14 games at second base and six at third base, and all of those were over the past two seasons. 

"Janish, he can pick it," Baker said. "I don't care where you play him. You can play him at third. You can play him at second. You can play him anywhere. If the guy is a shortstop, you can play him anywhere. He can play the outfield, too." 

Janish was a late defensive replacement at second base for Brandon Phillips on Sunday. For many natural shortstops, moving to the other side of the infield takes an adjustment period. 

"But it's been like night and day this year," Janish said. "I feel like I've played there before, and it's starting to become natural. This year, I haven't really thought twice about it. I've gotten to play quite a bit and move around the infield. I think my role, if I get to be in the big leagues, is as a utility player, initially. I enjoy moving around the infield and I'm swinging the bat pretty well, so I'm excited."

03/15/09 5:23 PM ET

Cueto ready to build on 2008's promise

Right-hander delivers solid outing in return from World Baseball Classic

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com
DUNEDIN, Fla. -- It lacked the tension of the World Baseball Classic, but Reds pitcher Johnny Cueto was locked in the kind of duel with Blue Jays slugger Scott Rolen that would up the ante of any regular-season game. 

After getting two outs in the first inning, Cueto gave up a double and a walk to bring up Rolen. The at-bat lasted nine pitches, including three straight foul balls with a full count. 

"Rolen is a great hitter, obviously. [He has a] short swing and he sees the ball," Reds catcher Ryan Hanigan said. "He's a tough guy to strike out. Johnny was working him up and in, working him with offspeed [stuff] and trying to get him to fish a little bit." 

Ultimately, Rolen chased a fastball out of the strike zone and went down swinging for the third out. 

"I felt good," Cueto said in Spanish with pitcher Carlos Fisher interpreting. "It was kind of a cool challenge because he is such a veteran." 

In his first game back since the Classic, Cueto gave up one earned run and four hits with one walk and two strikeouts in four innings against the Blue Jays. The 23-year-old threw 73 pitches, 42 of them strikes. Eleven of 18 batters saw first-pitch strikes. 

Partially because of the Rolen at-bat, Cueto used up 24 pitches in the first inning alone. In the second inning, he only needed nine pitches, including seven strikes. In the fourth inning, he hit Rolen with a pitch as he led off. Following a wild pitch, Rolen scored on Travis Snider's double. 

"Johnny looked good," Hanigan said. "I was impressed with his ability to throw his fastball under the hands of righties on a consistent basis when we needed that pitch. He changed speeds well. I would have liked to see him get ahead a little bit more, but what was positive for sure was when he did get into trouble, it wasn't often, [and] he didn't panic and made pitches. He didn't make mistakes when guys were on base." 

Last season, as a rookie with the Reds, Cueto was 9-14 with a 4.81 ERA and 14 of his 31 starts were rated quality outings. His record at hitter-friendly Great American Ball Park was 6-4 with a 4.71 ERA, compared to 3-10 and a 4.92 ERA on the road. 

With a mid-90s fastball and a top-notch changeup, Cueto was one of the more dynamic young pitchers in the National League. But improving his consistency and economizing pitch counts will help him take the next step forward. 

Cueto, who appears to be trimmer and more toned this spring, says he's been putting in the work during the offseason. 

"I've been working harder, especially knowing that I'm going to Cincinnati," Cueto said. 

Like fellow starter Edinson Volquez, Cueto is back in camp earlier than expected after his favored Dominican squad was bounced out of the World Baseball Classic in the first round. 

"I'm not anxious to see him, but [I'm] glad to see him and have him back," Reds manager Dusty Baker said. "Because when they're gone, you're always worried about what could happen to them -- especially your pitchers. But I felt better because they weren't with a stranger. They were with Mario." 

Reds instructor Mario Soto was the Dominican pitching coach in the tournament. Cueto, who will be Cincinnati's No. 4 starter, appears no worse for the wear at this point. 

In his start against Panama on March 8, Cueto threw 4 2/3 scoreless innings with three hits, one walk and five strikeouts. But it sounded on Sunday as though he was glad to be back with the Reds. 

"I feel better. I feel a lot more relaxed," Cueto said. "I felt like there was a lot of pressure, especially for the pitchers playing for the Dominican. There were a lot of guys out there and a lot of pressure."

SARASOTA HERALD TRIBUNE

For Detert, stadium saga has played out

Published: Monday, March 16, 2009
State Sen. Nancy Detert, R-Venice, said she is so frustrated with the baseball stadium drama that she was ready to strip Sarasota County of its $15 million in state funding and call it quits. Detert was instrumental in helping the city and county win the money three years ago when she was in the Florida House.

But when the Senate Commerce Committee met last week, Detert said she reluctantly agreed to insert an amendment in the bill to give Sarasota another year to find a team.

"They begged," Detert explained after the vote.

She said city and county officials asked for a little more time to see if they can still work out a deal with either the Baltimore Orioles or one of the 14 teams that train in Arizona.

Senate Bill 1308 still has three more committees to get through before a full vote of the Senate.

Detert said she wants to be done with the saga. When she fought for the $15 million three years ago she added Charlotte and Manatee county as last minute additions to the bill. Both of those counties used their money and have new facilities and long term deals to continue spring training baseball. Meanwhile, Sarasota has struck out in its attempts to keep the Reds or lure the Red Sox. Now, negotiations with the Orioles are breaking down.

TRANSACTIONS

March 16, 2009

Sunday's Sports Transactions

Yesterday's transactions
BASEBALL

American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES-Option RHP David Hernandez to Norfolk (IL), RHP Jim Hoey and LHP Troy Patton to Bowie (EL), and LHP Brian Matusz and RHP Chorye Spoone to Frederick (Carolina).

BOSTON RED SOX-Agreed to terms with LHP Jon Lester on a five-year contract.

CLEVELAND INDIANS-Assigned RHP Tomo Ohka and LHP Ryan Edell to their minor league camp. Optioned LHP Rich Rundles to Columbus (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES-Optioned RHP Ian Kennedy to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Reassigned RHP Christian Garcia, RHP Mark Melancon, C Kyle Anson, C Jesus Montero, INF Kevin Russo and INF Juan Miranda to their minor league camp.

SEATTLE MARINERS-Placed LHP Ryan Feierabend on the 60-day DL. Claimed RHP Jesus Delgado off waivers from Florida (NL).

TEXAS RANGERS-Optioned LHP Thomas Diamond and LHP Kason Gabbard to Oklahoma (PCL), and RHP Guillermo Moscoco, RHP Omar Poveda, 2B Jose Vallejo to Frisco (Texas). Assigned RHP Casey Daigle, C Manny Pina and C Kevin Richardson to their minor league camp. Added C Emerson Frostad to the major league spring training roster.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS-Assigned LHP Mike Maroth, LHP Brett Cecil, LHP Ken Takahashi, OF Adam Loewen and INF Brian Dopirak to their minor league camp.

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES-Released RHP Phil Stockman.

HOUSTON ASTROS-Optioned RHP Samuel Gervacio, LHP Tyler Lumsden, LHP Polin Trinidad, OF Yordany Ramirez and INF Drew Sutton to Round Rock (PCL). Reassigned INF Mark Saccomanno to their minor league camp.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS-Optioned RHP Tim Dillard and RHP Nick Green to Nashville (PCL). Optioned RHP Omar Aguilar and RHP Alex Perard to Huntsville (SL). Optioned RHP Mark Rogers to Brevard County (FSL). Optioned RHP Cody Scarpetta to Wisconsin (MWL).

NEW YORK METS-Reassigned RHP Tony Armas Jr. to their minor league camp.

SAN DIEGO PADRES-Agreed to terms with RHP Duaner Sanchez on a minor league contract.







